CHAPTER

Q8.1

AnNS.

Q8.2

AnNs.

8 IT INITIATIVES OF IGNOU

If 1 do not receive study material on time is there anyvay for me to access the
study material of my course online?

Yes, IGNOU has a National Digital Repositoryleth eGyanKosh to store, index,
preserve, distribute and share the digital learrésgurces developed by the Open and
Distance Learning Institutions in the country.dhtains learning contents of IGNOU
programme available in text and video formats. ¥aw access the content through the
website http://www.egyankosh.ac.in/

Can you tell me about the various online learning resources provided by IGNOU
for the learners?

Yes they are as under:

i) eGyanKoshis the digital repository of programme based lesyrcontent
available in text and video formats.

i)  eGyanKoshWki is a collaborative platform for curriculum basedamtent
generation and dissemination. Teachers, studestsrchers, NGOs and all those
associated with different areas of education areamee to publish and share
learning resources to support development of eglository of open education
resource for e-learning.

iii)  Education Broadcastis a webcasting facility linking you to educatibcaannels-
Gyandharshan, Gyanvani and EDUSAT. You can visiffetlowing link http://
www.ignouonline.ac.in/Broadcast/ to access thdifgci

iv)  Virtual Class provides links to all the online programmes ofltheversity. You
can visit the following link http://www.ignouonl@mac.in/VirtualClass.htm to
check the details of the programmes.

v)  IGNOU Open Course Guide (I0OCG):I0CG Wiki supports the IGNOU Open
Course Guide system for the courses on offer. All Schools/Centres/Divisions/
Institutes are invited to develop, post and mariagie IOCG for their respective
courses in the IOCG Wiki. IOCG is an integral pafrthe Open Distributed
Technology Enhanced Learning (ODTEL) system. ODRheing adopted by
IGNOU as the open e-Learning framework for the @miwonal Open and
Distance Learning (ODL).




vi)  IGNOU Wiki: The IGNOU Wiki is intended for the Schools, Centiisisions
and Units of the University to announce the detaitgrding their programmes
and activities dynamically.

vii) DEP-SSA Wki: The DEP-SSA is the nodal agency for distance edutat
activities under the scheme of Sarva Shiksha Abh{&SA). It endeavours
strengthening the activities under SSA for Univissdéion of Elementary
Education (UEE), using distance learning to reactd target groups in a cost-
effective manner. It aims to build capacities angpbewers teachers and other
personnel to address issues related to qualityagiduc It provides academic
and technical support to the states to enable #uapt distance education as an
integral part of SSA.

viii) Course Wiki: The IGNOU Course Wiki would be augmented by an spetents’
wiki area, for them to post their supplementary ownts and start discussions.

The activity points (v) to (viii) are being devekpand provided by Advanced
Centre for Informatics and Innovative Learning (AGI

Q8.3 What is Sakshat?

Ans. Sakshat links you to the One Stop Education Portal of Ministry of Kléteaource
Development, Govt. of India. You can visit the doling link http://www.sakshat.ac.in/

Q8.4 Does IGNOU provide access to open courses featners to gain knowledge and
skills?

Ans. Yes, IGNOU has launched FlexiLearn platfornotlyh which anyone can access free
and open courses of the Indira Gandhi National Qpeinersity. This is a personal
learning space where free learning resources tagrated with learning management
system for anyone who wants to learn, whateverhleg educational needs and
experience. It facilitates informed learning wharanyone can register and explore
courses free of cost to gain knowledge and skl rarticular area of interest. There is
provision of certification for courses after theumccessful completion subject to
fulfilment of prescribed norms and payment of thquisite fees.

Q8.5 Does IGNOU have in-house capacity for the dewgiment of e-learning content?

Ans. Yes, IGNOU has established Inter University Consortium for Technology Enabled
Flexible Education and Development (IUC-TEFED) tmyide lead in the
transformation of the conventional distance leaytirmodern ICT-enabled, multimedia
based, online learning.
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What are the activities of Inter University Corsortium for Technology Enabled
Flexible Education and Development (IUC-TEFED)

Currently, IUC-TEFED is involved in the follomg major activities:

@  To promote technology enabled education and trgiiointhe overall development
of the country IUC provides training in the latestl upcoming ICT interventions
to the faculty and staff of ODL system.

@  IUC from time to time conducts workshops and sensina

@ It invites Research Proposals from teachers and academics of IGNOU, State
Open Universities and CCIs/DEls to conduct shamteesearch studies within
a period six months to one year in different ada@@pen Distance Learning

@ It also develops Text and multimedia materials

The National Innovation Council has been set up foster innovation in Education.
Has IGNOU taken any initiative to bring about innovation in Distance Education?

In 2005, the National Centre for InnovationBistance Education (NCIDE) had been
set up at IGNOU. It is a facility for promoting, maorting, re-engineering and
disseminating innovations in Open and Distanceiagr(ODL) system. The NCIDE
is a ground for nurturing bright and inquisitivends whose ideas and explorations
are expected to develop the ODL system to suihéaels of Gennext. The goal of the
Centre is to develop a culture of continued sefochew and innovative solutions to
offer seamless education for all, achieve costiefficy in its operations and provide
borderless access to quality education and training

What are the activities of NCIDE?

The NCIDE has been successfully developing reéwest effective, ICT-based,
innovative learning and support solutions for tENOU learners. The Centre
continuously explores the areas of innovations takds up research studies in the
broad areas of quality indicators, quality assueamechanisms and benchmarking.
The NCIDE is also actively involved in documentatend dissemination of various
innovations in the ODL system to facilitate easierence by the stakeholders. The
Centre is also involved in encouraging creativitgd @anovation in the ODL system as
well as in the capacity building of teachers araers.

Are there any innovative Learning Solutions desioped by NCIDE?

Yes. NCIDE has developed a long-term innovd@#enabled mechanisnnteractive
Multimedia enabled IMNCI Package for Health Profesmals’ to facilitate the
initiatives of Govt. Of India, UNICEF and WHO, fa@roviding a quality assured,
dynamic, cost effective and accessible trainingneégrated Management of Neo-
natal and Childhood lliness (IMNCI) through trairesmtric pedagogic approach, and
simple platform independent technology.




Q8.10 Are there any innovative Learner Support Solubns developed by NCIDE?

Ans. Yes. NCIDE has developed an innovative schen@meDemand Exam. The scheme
is fully operational for more than 135 courses tigio 18 Regional Centres. Several
students are appearing in On Demand Exam as peng®d and convenience. The
software for generating individualized questiongrapand for online registration for
On Demand exam have been developed in-house in NCIDE with thinb&pudents
Evaluation Division, Regional Services Division ahd Regional Centres of IGNOU.
The unique features of scheme include online subariof registration fee, issue of
online hall ticket, online attendance record etc.

Q8.11  Are there any other innovative solutions deveped by NCIDE?

Ans. Yes. NCIDE developed the Virtual Training Loengvhich is a web-based platform
that enables trainers to provide training and c@phailding of the ODL functionaries
online. This system is designed to provide not only synchronous trainingsbuoal
sustain the learning experience of the traineeim@nTlhe ease of access to the VTL
anytime from anywhere makes it an ideal platform for training and its sustainability.

Q8.12 How is NCIDE a ground for nurturing bright and inquisitive minds?

Ans. One of the thrust areas of NCIDE is the id&stfon, recognition and nurturing of
innovations in Distance Education. For this purgbseNCIDE has instituted an annual
Gold Medal Award for innovation in Distance Eduoati

Another initiative that has been taken up by NCIiBEor the IGNOU students who
wish to submit their innovative ideas for prototygevelopment and scaling up.

Q8.13 Are there any other activities carried out by NCIDE to nurture innovations?

Ans. Yes. The NCIDE brings out an e-newsletter ‘Brate’ to share and disseminate
innovative ideas and best practices. The newsledireies articles/contributions from
the NCIDE faculty, IGNOU faculty and eminent exgeifhe NCIDE also bring out
posters on Interesting facts under the title ‘DaliXKnow?’. These facts usually go
unnoticed by us but have a bearing on our livessé&lposters are aimed at stimulating
the curiosity in the students and teachers sallegtare motivated to be creative and
innovative. The Electronic Media Production CeatrEsNOU telecasts and broadcasts
video and audio snippets based on ‘Did You Knoespectively through Gyandarshan
and Gyanvani.

Another initiative is Science @Mobile’'which isan innovative scheme of science
popularisation through mobile. The Target GrouplerScience @ Mobile, basically
includes all the people irrespective of age, gensgecio-economic background,
geographical location. As of today eight differmtes of sms items are being delivered
through mobiles, which include interesting sciefees, science quotations, latest
science news, about scientists, science humouthtiges, green tips, and events and

days of scientific importance.




Q8.14 Does NCIDE carry out any research?

Ans: Yes. One of the thrust areas of NCIDE is td@pgothe areas of innovations and to find
out the suitable, cost effective and feasible smhst For this, the NCIDE takes up
research studies. The broad areas of researcleaatbdment as identified by NCIDE
include:

1) Identification of the quality indicators, qualigssurance mechanism and
benchmarking, for quality management of the prognas in ODL system.

2) Development of guidelines, mechanism and moesalifor convergence of
different systems of seamless access, such astcagdier, choice based learning,
etc.

3) Inculcation of values for the learners and ogltakeholders in the ODL system.

Q8.15 What is the SMS alert service of IGNOU?

Ans. The SMS alert service of IGNOU is meant forvidong crucial information like last
date of admission, submission of assignments, giggecy, etc. to the learners and
every other stakeholder from time to time. It &sables millions of IGNOU learners
across the globe to SMS their queries to IGNOUIi&mathey used to send queries
using e-mail or post. The current facility enaldédGNOU learners as well as other
stakeholders to send their queries to IGNOU by SWtBout accessing Internet.

Q8.16 What are the operational online facilities avidable with IGNOU?

Ans. There are several online facilities pertainingearner support like registration,
submission of examination forms, checking of registration and evaluation status. On
the IGNOU website there is a link called STUDENTONE which on browsing
provides all relevant information to the learners.







